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Air Park to Receive New Addition
Fort Worth, Texas (April 27, 2011) – In 2004, the OV-10 Bronco Association embarked on a ten year plan to acquire a collection of twenty aircraft to attract visitors to its small aviation museum.  That goal will be achieved this Saturday, April 30th when its twentieth airplane flies into Meacham Field to become part of the growing Veterans Memorial Air Park “Petting Zoo.”  The aircraft that is due to arrive is a small Cessna O-1, known as a Bird Dog.  Its primary mission while in the military was as an observation aircraft flown by Forward Air Controllers, FACs or Aerial Observers to conduct Close Air Support or Artillery Adjustment missions.  The Army National Guard flew aircraft like this throughout Texas for many years.

This Bird Dog was built in 1951 and although we know very little of its sixty year history, we do know that it is significant for many reasons.  The O-1, also known as the L-19 was originally introduced to the military in the early 1950s.  It served in two wars, Korea and Vietnam before being retired or adapted to other government services.  Our particular aircraft has served with the Army National Guard, Forestry Department and U.S. Customs.   Most recently it was assigned to the North Carolina Forestry Department.  These airplanes also served with the U.S. Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps and many foreign governments.  This airplane is a welcome addition to the other Forward Air Control aircraft already in the VMAP “Petting Zoo” collection.  We nicknamed the collection a petting zoo several years ago since most of the airplanes have animal nicknames, such as; Bronco, Skyhawk, Rhino, Aardvark, Tiger and now Bird Dog.  

What really makes this little airplane special though is how it was acquired and will arrive.  

When the Bronco Association made the decision to start building an airpark, the O-1 was one of the top priorities due to its significant role in the history of Forward Air Control and Close Air Support.  Unfortunately, they can be expensive to purchase and rarely come available as surplus property.   We had an opportunity to acquire one once before, but were unable to secure the aircraft losing out to the North Carolina Forestry Department.  (We would later learn that the airplane we have acquired was the same one we tried to get six years ago.)  So for years we kept an eye out for one until late January of this year when by accident we learned that an O-1 was being offered through the Government Service Administration’s Surplus Property Program.  We knew our chances of acquiring the airplane were small, but submitted a request and crossed our fingers.  Two weeks later, on the Thursday before Valentine’s Day, much to our surprise, we were informed that we have the O-1 but it had a steep transfer fee.  We asked for a few days to see if we could raise the needed funds and were told we had to have an answer on the following Monday.  Our treasury couldn’t afford the fees involved, so we made a mass email request for assistance to a group of several hundred former Air Force O-1 FACs.  The outpouring was immediate and humbling.   In just three days, over fifty people stepped forward to help preserve a piece of their O-1 heritage and pledged the funds needed to acquire, transport and restore the aircraft.   The response was so heartfelt, we have dubbed the airplane “Valentine.”

Once the transfer was complete, the challenge of recovering our treasure began.  Most of our aircraft have come to us on trucks since they were not flyable.  One even arrived inside a giant C-5 cargo aircraft.   This one is different though, it is an airworthy aircraft and the decision was made to fly it back to avoid damage while disassembling and transporting it to Texas from North Carolina.  Flying it back will also save the cost of sending a recovery crew to North Carolina.  So, on Saturday, April 30th, at about 1100, the newest member of our petting zoo will arrive and take its place among the other nineteen aircraft that make up the Veterans Memorial Air Park.  Every aircraft in our collection has its own story and we encourage visitors to learn each one.  Come out and welcome the newest addition with us.

The Fort Worth Veteran’s Memorial Air Park, OV-10 Bronco Association and the Forward Air Controller’s Museum and B-36 Peacemaker Museum are all non-profit 501(c)3 organizations dedicated to the preservation of historic combat aircraft and other aspects of military aviation.  In addition, these groups strive to inspire youth to careers in aviation and provide various educational opportunities to the general public.   We also display an exhibit on Fort Worth aviation history presented by the Fort Worth Air & Space Museum Foundation.  All of these organizations comprise the North Texas Aviation Centennial committee, which is bringing a variety of centennial celebration activities to the community during 2011. 

The Veterans Memorial Air Park is located at 3300 Ross Avenue, Fort Worth, TX 76106.
It is open Monday & Wednesday from 9 am to 12 noon, Saturdays from 9 am to 5 pm and Sundays from 11 am to 5 pm.   Call (800) 575-0535 for details.  Admission is $5 for adults, $1 for children 6 to 16 years of age and $10 for families.  Active duty military in uniform receive free admission.

www.FTWAviation100.com
www.FACMuseum.org
www.ov-10bronco.net
www.B-36PeacemakerMuseum.org
www.FWASM.org
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Contact Information:	Jim Hodgson


Veterans Memorial Air Park


817-291-6101


�HYPERLINK "mailto:txavi8tor@gmail.com"�txavi8tor@gmail.com�
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